SURVEY OF JARAK ISLAND 


A Note on the Crabs 

By M. W. F. Tweedie 

Wood-Mason 1873, p. 258 (Hylatocareinux htimt'i ). 

Tweedie 1947, p. 37; 1950, p. 93. 

Gecarcoidea humei (Wood-Mason). 

Three specimens of this land crab, taken on Pulau Jarak, 
were sent to me by Mr. Harrison. 

I have remarked (ll.c.) on the possibility of defining geo¬ 
graphical races on the three characters; spinulation of the 
ambulatory dactyli, proportions of 6th male abdominal segment 
and development of scar-like markings on the carapace. The 
ambulatory dactyli bear six rows of spines, an anterior and 
posterior pair and single rows on the upper and lower surfaces; 
for convenience the spines on the superior single row are 
counted, a total of spines on all eight legs being taken as an 
index. A numerical expression can be given to the first two 
characters and if tabulated for the four localities from which 1 
have examined material they give the following result. 

Christmas Island (G. h. natalis) 

Andaman Islands 

Pulau Jarak 

Aor Island, S. China Sea 
a is the average of the number of spines on all eight of the 
superior dactylar rows and b the median length: basal breadth 
ratio of the 6th male abdominal segment. Except m the case 
of natalis these averages are obtained from series of two or 
three specimens, and no taxonomic recognition can be based on 
them. The “scars” on the specimens from Pulau Jarak .are 
larger than those of the Aor form, much smaller than those 
of natalis and probably not significantly different from the 
condition in the topotypical form. 


a . b 

..33 ’ 163 

.. 78 1-75 

.. 93 1-85 

.. 135 1-82 


